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Living within 

Environmental 

Limits

Ensuring a Strong, 

Healthy and Just 

Society

Achieving a 

Sustainable 

Economy

Promoting 

Good 

Governance

Using Sound 

Science 

Responsibly
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Three levels of health co-benefits

Individual 

Physical activity, mental health, trauma, air 

pollution, food and agricultureé

Organisational

Resilience, business continuity, financial returns

Health System

Aligned with policy direction for most health 

systems:  care closer to home, empowered, 

ICT supported self care, chronic disease 

management
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ÅCity of Paris

(2006)13Mt

ÅNHS England

(2007)  21Mt

ï25% Public sector

ï3% England Plc

ÅNHS Reduction 

needed

ï16.8Mt yearly

ï46,027t daily
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NHS England CO2e footprint 1990 ï2020 

with Climate Change Act targets
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Carbon Intensity of the NHS
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Carbon Footprint - NHS England
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Procurement Breakdown
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Do you think the NHS should be a public sector leader 

as a sustainable and low carbon organisation?
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Percentage of responses (222) 

A lot

A little

Not a lot
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Itôs a very important strategy 

for the NHS 

it is really good for the environment, 

it's good for our society, 

it's good for our staff and for us 

most importantly 

it's good for our patientsò
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How?
ÅEnergy and Carbon

ÅProcurement and Food

ÅTravel and Transport

ÅWaste

ÅWater

ÅDesign of Built Environment

ÅOrganisational and Workforce Development

ÅPartnerships and Networks

ÅGovernance

ÅFinance

ÅLooking Ahead
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A virtuous cycle

élevel of demand for 
health servicesé

éNHS resourcesé

élocal economic, social 
and environmental conditionsé

éthe health of the populationé

élevel of demand for 
health servicesé

éthe NHSôs capacity to 
provide quality servicesé

éthe health of the 
populationé
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NHS MAC curve
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Potential reductions


